DIARY NO. III 
DAVID C. GRAHAM, SUIFU, SZi ECHUAN, CHINA. 


May 27, 1928 to October 12, 1928. 
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May 28, filled box No. 84, insects. Today I received notice from Shanghai 
that nine boxes of specimens have arrived and are being forwarded to the Smithsonian 
Institution. I also received a letter from Dr. Wetmore asking that I discontinue 
sending packages until I hear from Dr. Wetmore again. The only parcels I have any 
worry about are those now being delayed at La Chi. I am requesting the postmaster 
to bring those packages back to Suifu so that I can send them to Shanghai in care of 
a friend who is to pass through on the way to Shanghai in a few days. 


 f 


The Chinese postoffice is really the safest and cheapest way of sending speci- 
mens, but long delays in forwarding parcels and even letters are sometimes unavoid- 
able. if 


Wiay <9. Boxes No. 85 and No. 86 were packed today, both containing insects 
from the Yachow Prefecture secured by the collector Chen Gih Uen in April and May, 
altitudes varying from 1500 feet to 8000 feet. Box No. 8%. Bird bones. Some of 
the bird specimens I have been preserving for their bones not for their skins have 
been nearly che apse cf maggots. Today 1 have had to get after them with formalin 
and arsenic. 


May 30. Filled box cach bet bird eee and small fish. 


June 2. Filled boxes “99. tne sot 
apeipartes, Box. 91, shrimos from’ Sai: fu and sre kl teeta aa xine Dieckuea. 


China. 93, rat and ‘bind Skins. 94, fish. 


foday I réceived a letter from Mr. Ravenel stating that $500.00 fold has been 
sent to iliss Lacey to be credited to my account for a collecting trip to Moupin 
this summer. I'11 begin getting ready at once in dead earmest. 


June 3. Spent a great deal of time getting 32 packages of specimens ready 
to send down the river. | 


June 5d. The sixteen packages being held by the General at La Chi were brought 
back and returned to me through the kindness of the Suifu Postmaster. I am sett ing 
them ready to send to Shanghai in the care of a friend from Chengtu. 


June 4, I worked until midnight last night getting the packages ready to for- 
ward to Shanghai. 


Because boxes with hinges and locks go as baggage on the Yangtse river and no 
duty is required, I have put most of the 32 boxes of specimens ,in Chinese bamboo 
boxes with hinges and locks. I will have to purchase new boxes to replace them 
later. I have now packed the specimens all ready for shipping. I had to purchase 
four locks for these boxes. My idea is to send the specimens to Shanghai in care 
of some friend who can Jook after them all the way. This will be more expensive, 
but will avoid the delays in the Chinese Post Office due to civil war, etc. 


Our lWission Executive is thinking of asking me to go to Ningyuen, 


Saal ne 
eastern ozechuan after 1 have covered Moupin. 


June 5. Mr. Harl Cranston of the American Methodist Mission today passed 
$hrough Suifu.e. He has taken along with him the 32 boxes of specimens to be handed 
over to the American Express Company at Shanghai. This will mean a Safe and quick 
tripe A hot day. 


dune 6, 1928. Today I secured about thirty bats, a few of which I will skin, 
putting the rest in formalin. 


There a kind of a beetle that generally comes out at night, which emits a 
bad-smelling vapor when it is attacked. Sometime ago I touched one, and when the 
vapor struck my hand I thought it felt like a burn. Later the skin turned red at 
this spot. Tonight I purposely touched another of these beetles. ‘The vapor 
actually gives a burning sensation and the skin turms red afterwards. TI have sent 
Specimens of this beetle in formalin. I will send some folded in envelopes so that 
if desired this vapor or acid can be chemically analyzed. 


that a victorious army is approaching Chungking on the way to 
Chengtu. 


June 7. zane Hong Tsang, the aborigine collector, arrived today with 56 birds 
and mammals. He has been sick for over a month, so will be paid for two instead of 
three OE TAS There are 16 mammals, wh: ich I numbered from A to P. This makes 
103 mammals to date. 


June 8. Packed two boxes of Specimens, Box No. 95, bird bones, Boxes No. 96, 
Bird Skins. 


June 9. Packed box No. J’, flies. There are rumors that civil war has 
actually broken out in other parts of the Province. 


Filled box No. 98, a snake. 


June 10. Worked until nearly midnight getting ready f 

June ll. Travelled all day. It was exce rig hot. 
then crossed overland to the Little Ri vedahove the falls. 
Yoh Keo, or Moon Mouth. Here we secured an escort and trave 
hamlet 15 li fron Si’Ho"E,’ named Boh’ "Dao! $i 2 or Thin Knife Li 
catch of bees e brown flycatcher with a short te 
these we sbneen little else. I eee as usual, Sid opal de aiter the walk. We 
could have reached Sa Ho E, but é inns yS a big crowd col- 
lects so I like to spend the night in | this quiet Spat. snd pase shrough Sa Ho E 
rather guickly. 


Reached Hua Han Chiao rather early 
riving of impending | Civil war. 


lhe aborigine collector went hom today. He will rejoin me in a few 


ft is very hot. Met a number of old friends. 


June 13. Went Shit Gien Si in a drizzling rain. Secured only one bird. 
Secured some small fish and two varieties of caettas. The more yellow or brown 
variety seems much more active. The black variety seems more indifferent or 
inactive. The Chinese say the black ones are not so good to eat as the yellow 
or brown ones. 

a 
Today I heard that all the boats were being comm umondeered a 
down to Luchow. | 


June 14. A rainy day. Went to Kong Shien. The limestone rocks used to pave 
the road are worm smooth and are very slippery in rainy weather. Secured four 
birds, some fish, and some good moths. It is peculiar, but I secured some zood 
moths by disturbing the bushes and the grass at pe ett but at night practically 
no moths came to the gasolene lantern, although it was a dark night. 


ba 


t is reported that there are many leopards in the mountains near here. 


June 15. I secured some fish today by means of the Smithsonian nets, and 
also secured five birds and a giant leech. The last-mentioned is the largest I 
have seen, and the only one of its kind I have seen. The Chinese say it can stretch 
out two feet long, but I doubt it. Secured a few small crabs. One bird I secured 
is entirely black, and looks much like a crow, but its tail is Slightly longer in 
proportion and its body smaller. Its cry sounds like Oh! Ohf Oh? Oh.* to the 
hinese, which means hunger. The Chinese therefore ca it the Phang ne i 
on ge bird of this kind I have secured. [I sent th 2 moming netting for 
d the afternoon after insects, and shot birds off and on all day. ge ie 
ime drying out the insects. Late in the afternoon and in the evening a number 
iends called. 


June 16. Travelled mglin or Changlinshien over a very muddy, sticky, 
slippery road. Got few insects and mo tard as on account of the rain. Got a few 


fish. It rained in the late afternoon so I stayed in and measured two Chinese and 
one Chuan liao aborigine it began to rain very hard about dark. 


June 17. It rained all night last night, and is raining this moming. This 
rainy weather is cutting down the number of Specimens secured to a much smaller 
amount than t would ordinarily secure. |] ag a smaller number of fish today than 
1 expected to, although some hard work \ d ONG» 
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